
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

CONTACT:  Mike North 209-726-2744 July 21, 2021  

MERCED COUNTY TO BREAK GROUND ON PLANADA PARK REMODEL  
 
MERCED—On Aug. 2, the Merced County Board of Supervisors will break ground on a $2.4 million grant-
funded upgrade to Houlihan Park in Planada.  
 
The grant funding, which was secured by Merced County through a California Department of Parks and 
Recreation grant program, will fund:  

• A splash pad;  

• A lighted walking loop;  

• Ten outdoor gym exercise stations in five areas;  

• A new water-efficient irrigation system throughout the park;  

• Playground improvements, with shade and drinking fountains;  

• A renovated basketball court with lighting;  

• Eight iron benches created by Le Grand High School students;  

• Five new picnic shelters with 24 total graffiti-resistant tables;  

• An additional 11 new graffiti-resistant picnic tables throughout the park; and,  

• An outdoor performing arts stage with lighting.  
 
In total, $2,451,250 was awarded to Merced County through a Statewide Park Program Proposition 68 Grant. 
The grant was highly competitive, as the State received 478 applications with 62 projects receiving funding. In 
addition to the work being funded by the grant, Merced County recently upgraded the restrooms at Houlihan 
Park. Construction is scheduled to begin the day of the groundbreaking and is expected to be completed by 
April 2022.  
 
Merced County is also currently applying for additional funding for parks in other areas of the County.  
 
The public is invited to attend the Houlihan Park groundbreaking event, and the details are included below:  

• Time: 9:30 a.m.  

• Date: Monday, Aug. 2, 2021  

• Location: Houlihan Park, Planada (near corner of Stanford Avenue and Sutter Street)  

• Register: https://bit.ly/HoulihanPark  
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For more information regarding Merced County, please visit our website at www.countyofmerced.com  
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County Executive Officer 
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