
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

CONTACT:  Mike North 209-726-2744 June 12, 2020  

LAKE YOSEMITE REMAINS OPEN, WILL CLOSE EARLY FOR DAILY DISINFECTING  
 

MERCED—Lake Yosemite remains open to the public with various precautions in place to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, and beginning today, the park will start closing at 8 p.m. to allow for additional cleaning 
and disinfecting.  
 
While the park typically closes an hour after sunset, the earlier closure will allow park staff to clean and 
disinfect tables, restrooms, and other commonly-used areas of the park. Both playgrounds, the walking pier, 
and large group picnic areas remain closed to prevent large group gatherings. Individual picnic tables and 
barbecues are still available for use, and the bathrooms are open. 
 
Summary of changes going into effect or already in effect:  

• Park hours will be 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. every day of the week so crews can disinfect tables, trash 
receptacles, and barbecues for the next day.  

• Restroom cleaning schedules will be posted outside each facility. Restrooms will not be available 
during the cleaning times. 

• Park users may be required to exit their vehicles to pay entrance fees at the toll booth to ensure a 
barrier between them and staff.  

• Some picnic tables may be unavailable in order to establish safe social distancing. If tables are within 
six feet of each other, one will be off limits and marked with appropriate signage.  

 
In addition to Lake Yosemite, other Parks and Recreation-related activities impacted by COVID-19 include:  

• All Special Event Permits and facility reservations have been canceled through June 30, 2020. This 
date may be extended as it approaches, if needed. 

• Restrooms at all community parks have been closed, and will remain closed until they can be operated 
at a service level that is considered safe for the public. 

• “Movies in the Park” events have been canceled.  

• Youth Swim League has been canceled.  

• Junior Giants Baseball has been modified to an online character development program.  

• Playgrounds and basketball courts remain closed in all parks.  
 
Visitors at all County facilities should maintain social distancing and limit group sizes to 10 people or fewer. For 
current information about COVID-19 in Merced County, please visit www.countyofmerced.com/coronavirus.  
 
For additional information about Lake Yosemite, including fees, please visit 
www.countyofmerced.com/769/Lake-Yosemite. For more information regarding Merced County Parks and 
Recreation, please contact Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation Bryan Behn at 209-385-7426 or at 
Bryan.Behn@countyofmerced.com.  
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For more information regarding Merced County, please visit our website at www.countyofmerced.com  
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