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1

SUMMARY

The proposed Templo la Hermosa project area was evaluated for potential impacts to biological
resources. One relevant previous study was reviewed: a comprehensive Natural Environment
Study/Biological Assessment conducted for the Campus Parkway project which will run adjacent to
the proposed Templo la Hermosa church when completed (URS 2004). A biological reconnaissance
survey was conducted by professional biologist Julia Dumars on December 9, 2011. The results of
this survey and recorded occurrences of sensitive species in the project vicinity were analyzed to
determine the Templo la Hermosa project’s potential impact to biological resources. The project will
result in the conversion of 5.25 acres of mature almond orchard to a developed parcel. Although
the orchard provides foraging habitat to many species of wildlife, it does not provide suitable nesting
or foraging habitat for any sensitive species. Implementation of the proposed project will not result
in significant adverse impact to any sensitive species or habitat.

2

INTRODUCTION

2.1

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this report is to describe the findings of a biological resources reconnaissance survey
and CEQA Analysis conducted for the Templo la Hermosa Church project in Merced County,
California. The Biological Reconnaissance Survey was conducted December 9, 2011 to describe and
map current biological resources at the project site and surrounding areas, and determine whether
suitable habitat is present for special status or sensitive species. The CEQA Analysis included a
review of current biological resources databases, previous studies and current conditions to evaluate
the project’s potential impact to biological resources pursuant to CEQA standards.

2.2

APPLICABLE LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Relevant federal, state and local regulations that govern the biological resources of the project area
are briefly explained in this section.
SPECIAL STATUS PLANT AND WILDLIFE SPECIES
According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15380, a special status species is a plant or animal species
that is:
•
Listed endangered, threatened, or a candidate species under the federal Endangered Species
Act;
•
Listed endangered, threatened, or a candidate species under the California Endangered
Species Act;
•
Listed as a species of special concern by the California Department of Fish and Game or the
Department of Forestry (CDF);
•
A plant species that is on the California Native Plant Society’s (CNPS) List 1 or 2; and/or
•
Considered rare, threatened, or endangered under CEQA Guidelines 15380(d) as the species
survival is in jeopardy due to loss or change in habitat.
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In addition, species protected by specific federal or state acts or local ordinances are here considered
as special status species.
FEDERAL
Endangered Species Act: The federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) was passed to protect species
threatened with extinction and provides measures to prevent and alleviate the loss of species and
their habitats. The ESA prohibits take of a listed species, as well as trade in endangered or
threatened species. If potential exists for a proposed project to adversely affect federally listed,
proposed, or candidate species, then consultation with USFWS is required.
If there is no federal involvement in a proposed project, the applicant must consult with USFWS
under Section 10 of the ESA. Section 10 of the ESA allows USFWS to issue a permit for take of a
listed species incidental to, and not for the purpose of, carrying out an otherwise lawful activity. The
action may not jeopardize the continued existence of a listed species or its critical habitat. A Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) must be prepared and approved by FWS prior to issuing a permit under
Section 10.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. This Act protects migratory birds and their nests. Under the
Act, it is unlawful to take, import, export, possess, buy, sell, purchase, or barter any migratory bird.
Feathers or other parts, nests, eggs, and products made from migratory birds are also covered by the
Act. Take is defined as pursuing, hunting, shooting, poisoning, wounding, killing, capturing,
trapping, or collecting.
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
California Endangered Species Act. The California Endangered Species Act (CESA) was enacted
to protect fish, wildlife, and plant species in danger of, or threatened with, extinction in the State of
California (Fish and Game Code §2051). CESA prohibits “take” of a state-listed species. Take is
defined as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill”
(Fish and Game Code §86).
Unlawful Destruction of Nest or Eggs, Fish and Game Code Section 3503. This section of the
California Fish and Game Code prohibits the take, possession or needless destruction of nests or
eggs of birds.
Fully Protected Birds, Fish and Game Code Section 3511. This section of the California Fish and
Game Code provides particular and special state protection to a list of 13 bird species from take or
possession.
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, Fish and Game Code Section 3513. This section of the California Fish
and Game Code complies with and strengthens state support for the federal Migratory Bird Treaty
Act. The section makes it unlawful to take or possess any nongame migratory bird or part of any
such migratory nongame bird except under the special provisions in the federal Migratory Bird
Treaty Act.
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MERCED COUNTY
Merced County Regulations
The unincorporated lands of Merced County fall under the jurisdiction of the county. The Open
Space/Conservation Element of the Merced County Year 2000 General Plan contains goals, objectives, and
policies pertaining to biological resources of Merced County (Merced County 1990). Those goals, objectives
and policies that are relevant to biological resources are presented below:
GOAL 1:

Habitats which support rare, endangered or threatened species are not substantially
degraded.

Objective 1A:

Rare and endangered species are protected from urban development and are recognized in
rural areas.

Objective 1B:

Local, State and Federally-managed lands are recognized.

The Merced County Year 2000 General Plan also contains an Open Space Action Plan (OSAP) referred to in
Policy 3, above). The OSAP contains a series of Sensitive Resource Mitigation Principles which “define goals
for sensitive wetland, wildlife and vegetation resource mitigation measures and how to select appropriate
measures for individual projects and to provide guidelines for successful implementation of those measures.”
The OSAP also contains recognition of the need for long-term monitoring to measure the effectiveness of
various approaches to mitigation for biological resources and sensitive habitats.

2.3

PROJECT LOCATION

The proposed Templo la Hermosa project is within the central California region, approximately 3.5
miles east of the City of Merced in Merced County. Surrounding land uses are mostly agricultural,
with low density residential and commercial uses to the east and SR 140, railroad tracks and
industrial uses to the south (Figure 1).

2.4

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The applicant is proposing the construction of a church and associated facilities on 5.25 acres of an
existing almond orchard. The property is on the north side of Highway 140 and one-third (1/3) of a
mile west of Kibby Road in Merced County, California.

3

METHODS AND SURVEY LIMITATIONS

3.1

METHODS

Biologist Julia Dumars evaluated the potential biological resources impacts of the proposed Templo
la Hermosa land development project through a review of available data and a site visit. Ms. Dumars
reviewed the biological resources reports prepared for the associated Campus Parkway project (URS
2004). In addition to a review of the biological resources analyses in these documents, Ms. Dumars
conducted queries of the California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database
(CDFG 2011) and the California Native Plant Society database (CNPS 2011) to establish an updated
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list of special status plant and animal species recorded in the project vicinity. Current biological
resources-related state and federal laws and regulations, and policies of the Merced County General
Plan were also reviewed.
Ms. Dumars conducted a reconnaissance-level biological survey of the project site on December 9,
2011 to assess the suitability of wildlife habitat within the project boundaries. The survey was
conducted during the day (between 9:00 am and 11:00am) and under normal early winter conditions
(55-59F, 0-2 mph winds and sunny). The purpose of this survey was to characterize general
biological resources supported by the project site and evaluate the potential for sensitive biological
resources to occur on the site and be affected by implementation of the proposed project. The
biologist investigated the entire site, including on-foot evaluations of field perimeters and between
rows of trees to determine suitability for sensitive wildlife species (Figure 2). All visible flora and
fauna were noted, and identified to the lowest possible taxon. Locations of species occurrences and
habitat boundaries within the project site were recorded on a color aerial photograph and site plan.
No special-status plant or animal species were detected.

3.2

LIMITATIONS

The reconnaissance-level field survey was conducted on the morning of December 9, 2011. This is
outside of the optimal times to survey for nesting birds and flowering plants. However, because the
orchard trees have lost most of their leaves for the winter, it is a good time of year to scan for stick
nests.

4
4.1

SURVEY RESULTS
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The entire Templo la Hermosa 5.25 acre project site is an existing almond orchard. The orchard is
mature and appears to have been in cultivation for over twelve years (Google Earth Archived
Imagery 1998). The ground is level, with an elevation of 175-180 feet above sea level. The orchard is
bordered to the south by the busy two-lane highway State Route 140 and the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad. To the north and west is almond orchard and to the east is a low density
residential area. There is no natural habitat within or adjacent to the project site (Figure 2). There are
no wetlands, waterbodies, watersheds or stream beds on the project site.

4.2

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE

There are approximately 650 mature almond trees within the project site. These trees are
approximately 15-20 feet tall and have been regularly pruned and harvested. Ground cover between
rows of trees and along edges of the orchard and roadways is minimal due to mowing and
agricultural weed control, but includes some ruderal species such as shepherd’s purse (Capsella bursapastoris), hairy fleabane (Conyza bonariensis) and Bermuda grass (Cynodon dactylon).
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Wildlife species observed or detected through sign (feathers, scat, etc) during the reconnaissancelevel biological survey are summarized in Table 1.
Table 1

Wildlife Species Detected in Project Vicinity (Templo la Hermosa)
Latin Name

Common Name
Birds
Western scrub jay
American goldfinch

Aphelecoma californica
Carduelis tristis

American crow
Lincoln’s sparrow

Corvus brachyrhynchos
Melospiza lincolnii

American kestrel
Savannah sparrow

Falco sparverius
Passerculus sandwichensis

Black phoebe
Western meadowlark

Sayornis nigricans
Sturnella neglecta

Barn owl (feather)
Mammals

Tyto alba

Botta’s pocket gopher (burrow)

Thomomys bottae

No stick nests were observed in the almond trees, or in trees within site of the project area, and no
ground nests were observed at the time of the December 9, 2011 survey. Burrows of small mammals
including Botta’s pocket gopher were observed. No special status plant or animals species were
observed on the project site or expected to occur.

4.3

SENSITIVE SPECIES

A list of special-status plant and animal species that historically occurred in the vicinity of the project
site and vicinity was compiled based on the following:
•
A review of previous studies;
•
Informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service via the USFWS internet site
(http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list_form.cfm); and
•
Queries of the CDFG’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants database (CDFG 2011;
CNPS 2011)
To determine which special status species occurred in the vicinity of the project area, the CNDDB
was queried spatially within a 5-mile radial buffer around the project site. Species recorded within 10
miles that may occur in similar habitat were also included in the analyses. The resulting species’
occurrences are mapped in Figure 3. The species identified from these data sources were further
assessed for their potential to occur within the project site based upon previously documented
occurrences, their habitat requirements, and the quality and extent of any available habitat within the
site. The summary of this analysis is presented in Table 2.

Templo la Hermosa CUP11-005

6

November 2011

Biological Resources Reconnaissance Survey and CEQA Analysis

Table 2. Summary of Likelihood for Special-Status Species to Occur within Project Site
Scientific Name
Common Name
Amphibians
Ambystoma californiense
California tiger
Salamander

Status
(Fed/
State)

Likelihood to Occur in Project
Area

Need underground refuges, especially
ground squirrel burrows and vernal pools
or other seasonal water sources for
breeding.
Occurs primarily in grassland habitats; can
be found in valley foothill hardwood
woodlands. Vernal pools essential for
breeding and egg laying.

Unlikely. There is no suitable
breeding habitat nearby and site is
regularly mowed or harvested.

CSC

Ground dwelling owl occupies ground
squirrel burrows in dry, open perennial
grasslands or scrublands characterized by
low-growing vegetation.

Unlikely. The orchard and adjacent
surroundings do not provide suitable
habitat for this species.

Buteo swainsoni
Swainson's hawk

CT

Unlikely. The orchard and adjacent
lands are not suitable nesting or
foraging habitat for this species. Not
detected during field surveys. Three
known nest trees within 5 miles.

Elanus leucurus
white-tailed kite

FP

Breeds in stands with few trees in junipersage flats, riparian areas, and in oak
savannah. Requires adjacent suitable
foraging areas such as grasslands, or
alfalfa or grain fields supporting rodent
populations.
Occurs in open grasslands, meadows,
marshes, etc. Forages close to isolated,
dense-topped trees for nesting and
perching.
Most common in open, dry habitats with
rocky areas for roosting (deserts,
grasslands, shrublands, woodlands, and
forests). Roosts in crevices in trees, tall
buildings, cliffs and tunnels.
Annual grasslands or grassy open stages
with scattered shrubby vegetation. Need
loose-textured sandy soils for burrowing
and suitable prey base. The closest known
records are from ~4 mi NE of the site.

Low. Habitat value low for this
species within the project area. Last
recorded in the Merced area in 1991.

Endemic to the northern 2/3 of the
Central Valley, found in large, turbid
pools. Inhabit astatic pools located in
swales.
Endemic to the grasslands of the central
valley, central coast mountains and south
coast mountains, in astatic rain-filled
pools.
Seasonal pools in unplowed grasslands
with old alluvial soils underlain by
hardpan or in sandstone depressions.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.

Spea hammondii
Western spadefoot
toad
Birds
Athene cunicularia
Burrowing owl

Mammals
Eumops perotis
californicus
Western mastiff bat
Vulpes macrotis mutica
San Joaquin kit fox

Invertebrates
Branchinecta conservatio
Conservancy fairy
shrimp
Branchinecta lynchi
vernal pool fairy
shrimp

FT/CT

Primary Habitat

CSC

CSC

FE/CT

FE

FT

Linderiella occidentalis
California linderiella
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Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the Templo la
Hermosa site.

Low. The orchard does not provide
appropriate nesting and foraging
habitat for this species, and it was not
detected during field surveys.

Unlikely. Habitat value low for this
species within the project area.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
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Table 2. Summary of Likelihood for Special-Status Species to Occur within Project Site
Lepidurus packardi
vernal pool tadpole
shrimp
Plants
Castilleja campestris ssp.
succulenta
Succulent owls clover

FE

FT/CE
/1B.2

Eryngium spinosepalum
Spiny-sepaled button
celery
Navarretia nigelliformis
ssp. radians
Shining navarettia

1B.2
1B.2

Neostapfia colusana
Colusa grass

FT/CE
1B.1

Orcuttia inaequalis
San Joaquin Valley
Orcutt grass

FT/CE
1B.1

Phacelia ciliata var.
opaca
Merced phacelia

1B.2

Inhabits vernal pools and swales in the
Sacramento Valley containing clear to
highly turbid water.

Vernal pools, valley and foothill grassland.
Vernal pools within grassland 100-420m.
Recorded at several locations in the
project vicinity including along Hwy 140
~7.5 mi NE of the Project site.
Cismontane woodland, valley and foothill
grassland, vernal pools. 200-1,000m.
Recorded at several locations in vernal
pool grassland/rangeland 3-5 mi from the
project site.
Vernal pools. Usually in large or deep
vernal pool bottoms with adobe soils.
Found regionally in pools surrounded by
valley grassland, including on the Flying
M Ranch and the UC Merced site north
of the project site.
Northern hardpan vernal pools with
annual grassland. Mapped regionally on
Corning gravelly loam and Redding
gravelly loam soil, including on the Flying
M Ranch NE of the project site.
Valley and foothill grassland, on adobe or
clay soils of valley floors, open hills, or
alkaline flats. 60-150m.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
Sagittaria sanfordii
In standing or slow-moving freshwater
Sanford's arrowhead
marshes and swamps.
site.
1B.2
aStatus (Federal/State)
CE = State listed endangered
CT = State listed threatened
None = no Federal or State status
CSC = California Species of Special Concern
FE = Federally listed endangered
FT = Federally listed threatened
Rare = Species that is uncommon or rarely encountered
FP = Fully Protected
CNPS:
1B = Plants rare and endemic to CA
CNPS Threat Ranks:
2 = Plants rare in California
0.1 = Seriously threatened in CA
0.2 = Fairly threatened in CA
3 = Plants without sufficient information
4 = Plants of limited distribution (watch list)
0.3 = Not very threatened in CA
*Source: CNDDB December 2011

Special-Status Plants
Special-status plants found within the Templo la Hermosa project vicinity generally occur in
relatively undisturbed areas and are largely found within vegetation communities such as vernal
pools, marshes and riparian scrub, which are not found within the project area. Based on the
ongoing level of disturbance from past and ongoing farming practices, the likelihood of occurrence
of listed, candidate, and other special-status plant species in the project area is very low. No sensitive
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plant species were observed during the surveys and the intensively cultivated orchards on the site do
not provide suitable habitat for special-status plant species. Due to lack of suitable habitat, no
special-status plant species are expected to occur within the project area.
Special-Status Wildlife
The potential for regular use of habitats within the Specific Plan area by special-status wildlife
species is low. While the project area and surrounding areas may have provided habitat for the
special-status wildlife species listed in Table 1 at some time in the past, farming and development in
the site and surrounding parcels have substantially modified natural habitats within the project area.
Based on the ongoing level of disturbance from past and ongoing farming practices, the likelihood
of occurrence of listed, candidate, and other special-status wildlife species in the project area is very
low. No sensitive wildlife species were observed during the surveys and the intensively cultivated
orchards on the site do not provide suitable habitat for special-status wildlife species. Trees within
the orchard are regularly pruned, shaken and sprayed. The ground is regularly mowed. Although
several species of birds were observed foraging in the orchard during the December 9, 2011
biological reconnaissance survey, none were special status and none are likely to nest in the orchard
due to the cultivation of the orchard.

4.4

POTENTIALLY JURISDICTIONAL WATER RESOURCES

There are no potentially jurisdictional water resources on the project site. The nearest mapped
wetland is over a mile to the north along Bear Creek (USFWS 2011).

5 PROJECT IMPACT ANALYSIS
The proposed Templo la Hermosa project does not exist in the covered area of any adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP), or other approved
governmental habitat conservation plan.
The project site is a 5.25 acre area of almond orchard bordered to the north and west by more
orchard, bordered to the south by State Route 140 and the BNSF Railroad, and to the east by low
density residential and commercial uses. No natural habitat exists on the site and the site has been an
orchard for at least 12 years (Google Earth Image Archive 1998). The project site provides foraging
habitat for many species of passerine birds, ground dwelling mammals and raptors.

5.1

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

State CEQA Guidelines and standard professional practice determine whether the proposed Templo la
Hermosa project would have a significant environmental effect. The project would have a significant impact
on biological resources if it would:
1. Result in a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations or by CDFG or USFWS;
2. Result in a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the CDFG or USWFS;
3. Result in a substantial adverse effect on wetlands as defined by the Corps under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act or the Regional Water Quality Control Board under the Porter-Cologne Act
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means; 4. Interfere substantially
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with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites;
4. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance; or
5. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan.
6. Result in impacts to biological resources that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable
(i.e., the incremental effects of the project are considerable when viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects).

5.2

IMPACT TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Special Status Species
Plants
The likelihood of occurrence of special-status plant species in the site is considered extremely low
due to a lack of suitable habitat. Implementation of the Templo la Hermosa project is expected to
have less than significant impacts to special-status plants. (no impact)
Wildlife
The likelihood of occurrence of sensitive wildlife species in the site is also considered very low. No
sensitive wildlife species are expected to occur in the site on more than a very occasional or
transitory basis. (no impact)
Sensitive Natural Community
No riparian habitats or other sensitive natural communities have been mapped or were observed in the
Templo la Hermosa project area. Therefore, development of the Templo la Hermosa church project
will not have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitats or other sensitive natural communities (no
impact).

Wetlands
No potential jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. or wetlands have been mapped or were observed in
the Specific Plan area. Therefore, development of the Templo la Hermosa project will not have a
substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (no impact).
Wildlife movement and nursery sites
There are no creeks, valleys, or other wildlife movement corridors in the site. The intensively
cultivated orchards are not suitable nursery sites. Development of the Templo la Hermosa project
will not interfere substantially with wildlife movement or impede the use of wildlife nursery sites (no
impact).
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Conflict with policies or ordinances
Implementation of the proposed Templo la Hermosa project will not conflict with any Merced
County policies or ordinances pertaining to biological resources. (no impact).
Conflict with a Conservation Plan
The Templo la Hermosa area is not located within an area covered by an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan (no impact).
Cumulative Biological Impacts
The Templo la Hermosa project, which involves the conversion of 5.25 acres of almond orchard to
paved and developed land, will contribute to the cumulative loss of foraging habitat for songbirds
and raptors in the Merced County area. This loss has been taken into consideration in evaluating the
effects of designating the area as Single Family Residential within the Specific Urban Development
Plan for the community of Celeste. Because the existing habitat (almond orchard) provides lessthan-optimal foraging habitat, this impact is considered less-than significant.
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1

SUMMARY

The proposed 28 foot easement associated with the revised Templo la Hermosa project area was
evaluated for potential impacts to biological resources. This report serves as an addendum to the
December 2011 Biological Resources Reconnaissance Survey and CEQA Analysis for the Templo la
Hermosa project. The proposed easement will result in the conversion of approximately 0.3 acre of
hard packed bare ground and the removal of up to five almond trees in poor condition. Although
the existing bare ground and few almond trees within the area of the proposed easement provide
foraging habitat for some species, it does not provide significantly important foraging habitat for any
sensitive species. Implementation of the proposed project will not result in significant adverse
impact to any sensitive species or habitat.

2

INTRODUCTION

2.1

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this report is to describe the findings of a biological resources reconnaissance survey
and CEQA Analysis conducted for the revised Templo la Hermosa Church project in Merced
County, California. The Biological Reconnaissance Survey was conducted October 13, 2012 to
describe and map current biological resources at the project site and surrounding areas, and
determine whether suitable habitat is present for special status or sensitive species. The CEQA
Analysis included a review of current biological resources databases, previous studies and current
conditions to evaluate the project’s potential impact to biological resources pursuant to CEQA
standards.

2.2

APPLICABLE LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Please see Applicable Laws and Regulations Discussion in the December 2011 Templo la Hermosa
Biological Resources Reconnaissance Survey and CEQA Analysis report.

2.3

PROJECT LOCATION

The proposed Templo la Hermosa project is within the central California region, approximately 3.5
miles east of the City of Merced in Merced County. The proposed temporary access easement would
be located within a 28-foot wide access easement and right-of way between the proposed Templo La
Hermosa project and Dell Street, an existing minor street located approximately 100 feet south of
the proposed entrance to the project area. Surrounding land uses are mostly agricultural, with low
density residential and commercial uses to the east and SR 140, railroad tracks and industrial uses to
the south (Figure 1).

2.4

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The December 2011 Biological Resources Reconnaissance Survey and CEQA Analysis included
analysis of the proposed construction of a church and associated facilities on 5.25 acres of an
existing almond orchard. This Addendum analyzes the Temporary Circulation Improvements
described in the October 2012 revised project description. Prior to the completion of Campus
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Parkway and Recovery Road, temporary access to the proposed church facility would be provided
using an interim access all-weather roadway. The all-weather roadway would consist of a compressed
base that is surfaced with gravel or crushed rock to allow accessibility for fire equipment apparatus
during winter months. The interim access roadway would be located within a 28-foot-wide access
easement and right-of-way between the proposed project site and Dell Street, an existing minor
street located approximately 400 feet east of the project site. Access to Dell Street would be from an
existing intersection with SR 140. The access easement and right-of-way would cross three parcels
(APNs 061-110-001, 061-110-011, and 061-110-014) in order to connect to the proposed church
facility from Dell Street. The temporary access easement and right-of-way would be located
approximately 100 feet south of the proposed northern entrance to the project area. The temporary
access easement would remain in use until the Campus Parkway and the Recovery Road segment are
completed and permanent access to Recovery Road, Campus Parkway, and SR 140 is granted to the
project applicant by Merced County and the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans).
Once the County and Caltrans grant access to Recovery Road, Campus Parkway, and SR 140, the
temporary access easement and right-of-way to Dell Street will be closed and reclaimed by the
owner. The property is on the north side of Highway 140 and one-third (1/3) of a mile west of
Kibby Road in Merced County, California.

3

METHODS AND SURVEY LIMITATIONS

3.1

METHODS

Biologist Julia Dumars evaluated the potential biological resources impacts of the proposed Templo
la Hermosa land development project through a review of available data and a site visit. Ms. Dumars
reviewed the biological resources reports prepared for the associated Campus Parkway project (URS
2004). In addition to a review of the biological resources analyses in these documents, Ms. Dumars
conducted queries of the California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database
(CDFG 2012) and the California Native Plant Society database (CNPS 2012) to establish an updated
list of special status plant and animal species recorded in the project vicinity. Current biological
resources-related state and federal laws and regulations, and policies of the Merced County General
Plan were also reviewed.
Ms. Dumars conducted a reconnaissance-level biological survey of the project site on October 13,
2012 to assess the suitability of wildlife habitat within the likely impact area of the proposed
temporary access roadway.. The survey was conducted during the day (between 1:00 pm and
3:00pm) and under normal early fall conditions (72-74oF, 2-5 mph winds and sunny). The purpose
of this survey was to characterize general biological resources supported by the proposed easement
area and evaluate the potential for sensitive biological resources to occur on the site and be affected
by implementation of the proposed temporary access road. The biologist investigated the entire site,
including on-foot evaluations to determine suitability for sensitive wildlife species (Figure 2). All
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visible flora and fauna were noted, and identified to the lowest possible taxon. Locations of species
occurrences and habitat boundaries within the project site were recorded on a color aerial
photograph and site plan. No special-status plant or animal species were detected.

3.2

LIMITATIONS

The reconnaissance-level field survey was limited to the vicinity of the proposed access road. It was
a narrowly focused survey within a narrow time frame.

4

SURVEY RESULTS

4.1

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The portion of parcels 061-110-001, 061-110-011 and 061-110-014 that will be converted to a
temporary all-weather roadway is currently bare ground with a one or two almond trees in poor
condition. The ground is level, with an elevation of 175-180 feet above sea level. The parcels are
bordered to the south by small rural residential lots, the busy two-lane highway State Route 140 and
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad. To the north and west is almond orchard and
to the east is a low density residential area. There is no natural habitat within or adjacent to the
project site (Figure 2). There are no wetlands, waterbodies, watersheds or stream beds on the project
site.

4.2

VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE

There are approximately one to five mature almond trees within the potential impact area of the
proposed access road. These trees are approximately 15-20 feet tall and in poor condition.
Wildlife species observed or detected through sign (feathers, scat, etc) during the reconnaissancelevel biological survey are summarized in Table 1.
Table 1

Wildlife Species Detected in Project Vicinity (Templo la Hermosa)
Latin Name

Common Name
Birds
Western scrub jay
American goldfinch

Aphelecoma californica
Carduelis tristis

American crow
Lincoln’s sparrow

Corvus brachyrhynchos
Melospiza lincolnii

American kestrel
Savannah sparrow
Black phoebe

Falco sparverius
Passerculus sandwichensis
Sayornis nigricans

Western meadowlark
Barn owl (feather)

Sturnella neglecta
Tyto alba

Mammals
California ground squirrel

Spermophillus beecheyi

Botta’s pocket gopher (burrow)

Thomomys bottae
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No stick nests were observed in the almond trees, or in trees within site of the project area, and no
ground nests were observed at the time of the October 13, 2012 survey. Burrows of small mammals
including Botta’s pocket gopher and California ground squirrel were observed. No special status
plant or animals species were observed on the project site or expected to occur.

4.3

SENSITIVE SPECIES

A list of special-status plant and animal species that historically occurred in the vicinity of the 0.3
acre temporary access road project site and vicinity was compiled based on the following:
•
•
•

A review of previous studies;
Informal consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service via the USFWS internet site
(http://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es/spp_lists/auto_list_form.cfm); and
Queries of the CDFG’s California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants database (CDFG
2011; CNPS 2011)

To determine which special status species occurred in the vicinity of the project area, the CNDDB
was queried spatially within a 5-mile radial buffer around the project site. Species recorded within 10
miles that may occur in similar habitat were also included in the analyses. The resulting species’
occurrences are mapped in Figure 3. The species identified from these data sources were further
assessed for their potential to occur within the project site based upon previously documented
occurrences, their habitat requirements, and the quality and extent of any available habitat within the
site. The summary of this analysis is presented in Table 2.
Table 2. Summary of Likelihood for Special-Status Species to Occur within Project Site
Scientific Name
Common Name
Amphibians
Ambystoma californiense
California tiger
Salamander
Spea hammondii
Western spadefoot
toad
Birds
Athene cunicularia
Burrowing owl

Buteo swainsoni
Swainson's hawk

Status
(Fed/
State)
FT/CT

Primary Habitat

Likelihood to Occur
in Project Area

Need underground refuges, especially
ground squirrel burrows and vernal pools
or other seasonal water sources for
breeding.
Occurs primarily in grassland habitats; can
be found in valley foothill hardwood
woodlands. Vernal pools essential for
breeding and egg laying.

Unlikely. There is no suitable
breeding habitat nearby and site is
regularly mowed or harvested.

CSC

Ground dwelling owl occupies ground
squirrel burrows in dry, open perennial
grasslands or scrublands characterized by
low-growing vegetation.

Unlikely. The orchard and adjacent
surroundings do not provide suitable
habitat for this species.

CT

Breeds in stands with few trees in junipersage flats, riparian areas, and in oak
savannah. Requires adjacent suitable
foraging areas such as grasslands, or
alfalfa or grain fields supporting rodent
populations.

Unlikely. The orchard and adjacent
lands are not suitable nesting or
foraging habitat for this species. Not
detected during field surveys. Three
known nest trees within 5 miles.

CSC
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Table 2. Summary of Likelihood for Special-Status Species to Occur within Project Site
Elanus leucurus
white-tailed kite
Mammals
Eumops perotis
californicus
Western mastiff bat
Vulpes macrotis mutica
San Joaquin kit fox

Invertebrates
Branchinecta conservatio
Conservancy fairy
shrimp
Branchinecta lynchi
vernal pool fairy
shrimp

FP

Occurs in open grasslands, meadows,
marshes, etc. Forages close to isolated,
dense-topped trees for nesting and
perching.

Low. The orchard does not provide
appropriate nesting and foraging
habitat for this species, and it was not
detected during field surveys.

CSC

Most common in open, dry habitats with
rocky areas for roosting (deserts,
grasslands, shrublands, woodlands, and
forests). Roosts in crevices in trees, tall
buildings, cliffs and tunnels.
Annual grasslands or grassy open stages
with scattered shrubby vegetation. Need
loose-textured sandy soils for burrowing
and suitable prey base. The closest known
records are from ~4 mi NE of the site.

Low. Habitat value low for this
species within the project area. Last
recorded in the Merced area in 1991.

Endemic to the northern 2/3 of the
Central Valley, found in large, turbid
pools. Inhabit astatic pools located in
swales.
Endemic to the grasslands of the central
valley, central coast mountains and south
coast mountains, in astatic rain-filled
pools.
Seasonal pools in unplowed grasslands
with old alluvial soils underlain by
hardpan or in sandstone depressions.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.

Inhabits vernal pools and swales in the
Sacramento Valley containing clear to
highly turbid water.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.

FE/CT

FE

FT

Linderiella occidentalis
California linderiella
Lepidurus packardi
vernal pool tadpole
shrimp
Plants
Castilleja campestris ssp.
succulenta
Succulent owls clover

FE

FT/CE
/1B.2

Eryngium spinosepalum
Spiny-sepaled button
celery
Navarretia nigelliformis
ssp. radians
Shining navarettia

1B.2
1B.2

Neostapfia colusana
Colusa grass

FT/CE
1B.1

Templo la Hermosa CUP11-005

Vernal pools, valley and foothill grassland.
Vernal pools within grassland 100-420m.
Recorded at several locations in the
project vicinity including along Hwy 140
~7.5 mi NE of the Project site.
Cismontane woodland, valley and foothill
grassland, vernal pools. 200-1,000m.
Recorded at several locations in vernal
pool grassland/rangeland 3-5 mi from the
project site.
Vernal pools. Usually in large or deep
vernal pool bottoms with adobe soils.
Found regionally in pools surrounded by
valley grassland, including on the Flying
M Ranch and the UC Merced site north
of the project site.

5

Unlikely. Habitat value low for this
species within the project area.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.
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Table 2. Summary of Likelihood for Special-Status Species to Occur within Project Site
Orcuttia inaequalis
San Joaquin Valley
Orcutt grass

Phacelia ciliata var.
opaca
Merced phacelia

FT/CE
1B.1

1B.2

Sagittaria sanfordii
Sanford's arrowhead
1B.2
aStatus (Federal/State)
None = no Federal or State status
FE = Federally listed endangered
FT = Federally listed threatened

Northern hardpan vernal pools with
annual grassland. Mapped regionally on
Corning gravelly loam and Redding
gravelly loam soil, including on the Flying
M Ranch NE of the project site.
Valley and foothill grassland, on adobe or
clay soils of valley floors, open hills, or
alkaline flats. 60-150m.
In standing or slow-moving freshwater
marshes and swamps.

CNPS:
1B = Plants rare and endemic to CA
2 = Plants rare in California
3 = Plants without sufficient information
4 = Plants of limited distribution (watch list)
*Source: CNDDB December 2011

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this plant on the project site.

Absent. There is no habitat to
support this species on the project
site.
CE = State listed endangered
CT = State listed threatened
CSC = California Species of Special Concern
Rare = Species that is uncommon or rarely encountered
FP = Fully Protected
CNPS Threat Ranks:
0.1 = Seriously threatened in CA
0.2 = Fairly threatened in CA
0.3 = Not very threatened in CA

Special-Status Plants
Special-status plants found within the Templo la Hermosa project vicinity generally occur in
relatively undisturbed areas and are largely found within vegetation communities such as vernal
pools, marshes and riparian scrub, which are not found within the project area. Based on the
ongoing level of disturbance from past and ongoing farming practices, the likelihood of occurrence
of listed, candidate, and other special-status plant species in the project area is very low. No sensitive
plant species were observed during the surveys and the intensively cultivated orchards on the site do
not provide suitable habitat for special-status plant species. Due to lack of suitable habitat, no
special-status plant species are expected to occur within the project area.
Special-Status Wildlife
The potential for regular use of habitats within the 0.3 acre proposed temporary access road area by
special-status wildlife species is low. While the project area and surrounding areas may have
provided habitat for the special-status wildlife species listed in Table 1 at some time in the past,
farming and development in the site and surrounding parcels have substantially modified natural
habitats within the project area. Based on the ongoing level of disturbance from past and ongoing
farming practices, the likelihood of occurrence of listed, candidate, and other special-status wildlife
species in the project area is very low. No sensitive wildlife species were observed during the surveys
and the intensively cultivated orchards adjacent to the site do not provide suitable habitat for
special-status wildlife species. The ground is bare and not irrigated.

4.4

POTENTIALLY JURISDICTIONAL WATER RESOURCES

There are no potentially jurisdictional water resources on the project site. The nearest mapped
wetland is over a mile to the north along Bear Creek (USFWS 2011).
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5

PROJECT IMPACT ANALYSIS

The proposed Templo la Hermosa temporary access road project does not exist in the covered area
of any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP),
or other approved governmental habitat conservation plan.
The project site is a 0.3 acre area of bare ground bordered to the north and west by orchard,
bordered to the south by rural residential areas, State Route 140 and the BNSF Railroad, and to the
east by low density residential and commercial uses. No natural habitat exists on the site. The 0.3
acre proposed temporary access road project site provides foraging habitat for many species of
passerine birds, ground dwelling mammals and raptors.

5.1

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE

State CEQA Guidelines and standard professional practice determine whether the proposed Templo la
Hermosa project would have a significant environmental effect. The project would have a significant impact
on biological resources if it would:
1. Result in a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive or special-status species in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations or by CDFG or USFWS;
2. Result in a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the CDFG or USWFS;
3. Result in a substantial adverse effect on wetlands as defined by the Corps under Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act or the Regional Water Quality Control Board under the Porter-Cologne Act
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means; 4. Interfere substantially
with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites;
4. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance; or
5. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan.
6. Result in impacts to biological resources that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable
(i.e., the incremental effects of the project are considerable when viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects).

5.2

IMPACT TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Special Status Species
Plants
The likelihood of occurrence of special-status plant species in the site is considered extremely low
due to a lack of suitable habitat. Implementation of the Templo la Hermosa project is expected to
have less than significant impacts to special-status plants. (no impact)
Wildlife
The likelihood of occurrence of sensitive wildlife species in the site is also considered very low. No
sensitive wildlife species are expected to occur in the site on more than a very occasional or
transitory basis. (no impact)
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Sensitive Natural Community
No riparian habitats or other sensitive natural communities have been mapped or were observed in
the Templo la Hermosa project area. Therefore, development of the Templo la Hermosa church
project including the temporary access road will not have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitats or other sensitive natural communities (no impact).
Wetlands
No potential jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. or wetlands have been mapped or were observed in
the Specific Plan area. Therefore, development of the Templo la Hermosa project will not have a
substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (no impact).
Wildlife movement and nursery sites
There are no creeks, valleys, or other wildlife movement corridors in the site. The intensively
cultivated orchards are not suitable nursery sites. Development of the Templo la Hermosa project
will not interfere substantially with wildlife movement or impede the use of wildlife nursery sites (no
impact).
Conflict with policies or ordinances
Implementation of the proposed Templo la Hermosa project will not conflict with any Merced
County policies or ordinances pertaining to biological resources. (no impact).
Conflict with a Conservation Plan
The Templo la Hermosa area is not located within an area covered by an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan (no impact).
Cumulative Biological Impacts
The proposed temporary access road associated with the Templo La Hermosa project, which
involves the conversion of 0.3 acre of bare ground and the potential removal of up to five almond
trees to an all weather road, will contribute to the cumulative loss of foraging habitat for songbirds
and raptors in the Merced County area. This loss has been taken into consideration in evaluating the
effects of designating the area as Single Family Residential within the Specific Urban Development
Plan for the community of Celeste. Because the existing habitat (almond orchard) provides lessthan-optimal foraging habitat, this impact is considered less-than significant.
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Special Status Plants

Common Name (Status)

Common Name (Status)

California linderiella (watch list)

Colusa grass (FT/CE)

California tiger salamander (FT/CT)

Merced phacelia (rare)

Conservancy fairy shrimp (FE)

San Joaquin Valley Orcutt grass (FT/CE)

San Joaquin kit fox (FE/CT)

Sanford's arrowhead (rare)

Swainson's hawk (CT)

shining navarretia (rare)

burrowing owl (CSC)

spiny-sepaled button-celery (rare)

vernal pool fairy shrimp (FT)

succulent owl's-clover (FT/CE)
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Biological Reconnaissance Report of Findings

Templo la Hermosa CUP11-005

Figure 3
Special Status Species Recorded Occurrences
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