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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1

PURPOSE OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

Section 21081.6 of the California Public Resources Code requires that:
A public agency shall adopt a reporting or monitoring program for the changes to
the project which it has adopted or made a condition of project approval in order to
mitigate or avoid significant effects on the environment. This mitigation monitoring
program applies to mitigation measures adopted as part of EIRs or negative
declarations.
The purpose of the Mitigation Monitoring Program is to ensure that the mitigation measures
included in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Hillcrest Dairy project (State
Clearinghouse # 2011031020) are implemented.

1.2

DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

The project sponsor has applied for issuance of a new Conditional Use Permit (CUP10-005) to
bring the existing dairy facilities and dairy herd into compliance with Merced County’s permit
requirements; there would be no expansion of the dairy herd or facilities with the proposed project.
The existing animal confinement facility is located on approximately 157 acres of 14 parcels totaling
1,995 acres. Approximately 1,646 acres of the project site are currently used for the production of
crops, including forage crops and pistachios; however, only 1,265 acres of this cropland currently
receives manure process water and/or solid manure. The remaining 192 acres consist of on-site
roadways and ancillary uses to the dairy, in addition to two on-site residences. As established at the
time of the Notice of Preparation (January 2011), there are approximately 8,050 animals at the dairy,
including 4,000 milk cows, 750 dry cows, 1,400 bred heifers (15-24 months), 500 heifers (7-14
months), and 1,400 calves (4-6 months).

1.3

ORGANIZATION AND FORMAT

This program describes the requirements and procedures to be followed to ensure that all mitigation
measures adopted as part of this project will be implemented as described in the EIR and adopted
by Merced County Planning Commission.
This Mitigation Monitoring Program contains the following chapters:
•

•

•

Chapter 2 - Inventory of Mitigation Measures. This section contains a list of all
mitigation measures included in the EIR as adopted by the Merced County Planning
Commission in numerical order.
Chapter 3 - Implementation Schedule and Monitoring Checklist. This section
contains a summary description of the required mitigation measures in checklist format.
The timing of implementation of mitigation measures is indicated, in addition to
implementation and monitoring responsibility.
Chapter 4 - Verification Record Sheets. Verification record sheets may be maintained
for each mitigation measure by the entity responsible for monitoring the mitigation (e.g.,
County staff, delegated authority, hired consultant).
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1.4

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MITIGATION MONITORING PROGRAM

The Director of Merced County Division of Environmental Health (DEH) and/or Planning
Director shall assign staff to manage the Hillcrest Dairy project mitigation monitoring program
under the Division’s and/or Department’s responsibility.
Responsible staff shall have overall responsibility for ensuring implementation of measures under
their jurisdiction and verification of such measures. Responsible staff may delegate duties and
responsibilities to other Division/Department staff, state regulatory agencies, consultants, the
project sponsor, or other authorities as necessary and appropriate.

1.5

DOCUMENTATION

All mitigation measures will be included on the project construction plans as prepared by a qualified
engineer and submitted to the County for review.

1.5.1 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND MONITORING CHECKLIST
Chapter 3 contains a mitigation measure implementation schedule and monitoring checklist.
Responsible DEH/Planning Department staff may use the checklist as a summary of the measures
to be implemented and the entities responsible for mitigation implementation and monitoring and to
check off mitigation implementation as it is completed.

1.5.2 VERIFICATION CHECKLIST
A verification checklist may be maintained for each mitigation measure by the entity responsible for
monitoring the mitigation (e.g., DEH/Planning Department, delegated authority, hired consultant).
The verification checklist should be prepared and reviewed periodically, as directed by responsible
staff. Copies of the verification checklist should be submitted to the responsible staff and filed in the
project file available for public review.
Responsible staff should ensure that verification checklists are filed on a timely basis and, when
identified, that mitigation monitoring plan violations are reported to the DEH Director or Planning
Director. The appropriate Director and responsible staff should initiate any appropriate action
necessary to correct the deficiency, including, but not necessarily limited to, holding a meeting with
the applicant or requesting legal, County, or regulatory agency action.

1.5.3 MONITORING REPORTS
Responsible staff should prepare annual environmental monitoring reports summarizing the results
of the program. The report may be based on the verification record sheets and information received
from any person or agency regarding compliance. The monitoring report should include at least the
following items:
•
•
•

Summary of verification checklists;
Analysis of deficiencies and actions taken to correct them, and;
Recommendations for future mitigation measures and other corrective actions needed.
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2

INVENTORY OF MITIGATION MEASURES

This section contains all of the required mitigation measures identified in the Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the Hillcrest Dairy project. The mitigation measures are listed in numerical order.
The corresponding section in the EIR or Initial Study/Notice of Preparation (IS/NOP) is indicated
in parentheses following the issue area. For mitigation measures to be implemented for cumulative
impacts, please refer to the Mitigation Monitoring Plan adopted by Merced County for the Animal
Confinement Ordinance Revision project.

2.1

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY (DEIR CHAPTER 9)

Mitigation Measure HYD-1:
The project operator shall cease applying manure to Fields 24, 25, and 26 immediately following
project approval to prevent discharge to surface waters. Solid manure that would otherwise be
applied to these fields shall be exported off site to maintain nutrient balance as reported in the 2011
NMP for the Hillcrest Dairy. Following installation of the tailwater recovery system for these fields
and prior to the dairy operator resuming manure application on these fields, DEH shall inspect the
adequacy of the return system.

2.2 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS (DEIR CHAPTER 13)
The Merced County Board of Supervisors adopted all mitigation measures identified for cumulative
impacts in 2002, and a Mitigation Monitoring Program was adopted for these measures at that time.
Mitigation monitoring for cumulative mitigation measures occurs within the previously adopted
2002 Mitigation Monitoring Program and is not duplicated in this current document for the Hillcrest
Dairy.
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3 IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND CHECKLIST
This section contains an abbreviated description of each mitigation measure presented in tabular,
checklist format. A complete description of each measure is contained in the preceding Chapter 2,
Inventory of Mitigation Measures, contained within this document.
The mitigation measure to be implemented by the project applicant(s) and successor’s in interest is
included in the checklist presented below.
Timing of Implementation of Measure
Immediately following project approval
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Table 3-1

Mitigation Measure Implementation Schedule and Monitoring Checklist

Timing of Verification
(To occur prior to the
following actions)
Immediately following
project approval

Notes:

Measure
Complete?
(check)

Mitigation Measures
Mitigation Measure HYD-1: The project operator shall cease applying manure to
Fields 24, 25, and 26 immediately following project approval to prevent discharge
to surface waters. Solid manure that would otherwise be applied to these fields shall
be exported off site to maintain nutrient balance as reported in the 2011 NMP for
the Hillcrest Dairy. Following installation of the tailwater recovery system for these
fields and prior to the dairy operator resuming manure application on these fields,
DEH shall inspect the adequacy of the return system.

Responsibility Implementation

Responsibility Monitoring

Project Sponsor

MCDEH
MCPCDD

NMP = Nutrient Management Plan, MCPCDD = Merced County Planning and Community Development Department, MCDEH = Merced County Division of
Environmental Health
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4. VERIFICATION RECORDS
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Verification Record
Hillcrest Dairy Project
Mitigation Monitoring Program
Monitoring Responsibility:

Merced County Planning and Community Development
Department / Merced County Division of Environmental
Health

Timing of Verification:

Immediately Following Project Approval

Implementation Responsibility:

Project Sponsor

Issue Area: Hydrology and Water Quality
Mitigation Measure HYD-1:
The project operator shall cease applying manure to Fields 24, 25, and 26 immediately following
project approval to prevent discharge to surface waters. Solid manure that would otherwise be
applied to these fields shall be exported off site to maintain nutrient balance as reported in the 2011
NMP for the Hillcrest Dairy. Following installation of the tailwater recovery system for these fields
and prior to the dairy operator resuming manure application on these fields, DEH shall inspect the
adequacy of the return system.

Verification Record
Hillcrest Dairy Project
Mitigation Monitoring Program
Mitigation Measure HYD-1: Cease applying manure to Fields 24, 25, and 26 immediately following
project approval. Export excess manure off site. Following installation of the tailwater recovery system and
prior to the dairy operator resuming manure application on these fields, inspect adequacy of return system.

Monitoring Party: Merced County Planning and Community Development Department / Merced
County Division of Environmental Health
Verification Timing: Immediately Following Project Approval
Compliance: ______ Acceptable

___ Unacceptable:

___ remedial action taken

___ require work stop

___ follow-up required

Observations:

Recommendations:

Receipt by Program Manager:
Date:
Time:

Monitor:

Comments/Actions:

Entered into Monitoring File:
Date:

By:

