
Elder and Dependent Adult Abuse Awareness Month, June 2022
A Proclamation 

 
WHEREAS: June 15th was proclaimed as World Elder Abuse Awareness Day by the International Network for 

the Prevention of Elder Abuse and the World Health Organization of the United Nations to 
internationally recognize the significance of elder abuse as a public health and human rights issue; 
and

WHEREAS: This year marks the 17th annual recognition of this day meant to raise awareness of elder and 
dependent adult abuse and promote better understanding of the cultural, social, economic, and 
demographic issues behind the growing incidence of elder and dependent adult abuse around the 
globe; and

WHEREAS: Merced County recognizes the importance of raising awareness of the signs of abuse as being the 
first step to prevent and address elder and dependent adult abuse; and

WHEREAS: Elder and dependent adult abuse and neglect takes many forms. Their indicators can be subtle and 
too readily explained away, and they consist of crimes that recognize no boundaries of economic, 
educational, social status, gender, race, culture, religion or geographic location; and

WHEREAS: Elder and dependent adult abuse is significantly under-reported. Current estimates suggest that as 
few as one (1) in twenty-four (24) cases of elder and dependent adult abuse is reported, including 
fewer than one (1) in forty-four (44) incidents of financial abuse, because the victims are ashamed, 
hopeless, intimidated, or afraid of the perpetrator; and

WHEREAS: Elders and dependent adults have the right to live safely in the least restrictive environment, 
whether in their homes or health care facilities, and to enjoy an optimum quality of life while being 
protected from all forms of injustice; and

WHEREAS: A community must commit to maintain and improve social supports like senior centers, human 
services and accessible transportation options in order to allow everyone to live as independently 
as possible and contribute to the life and vibrancy of our communities; and

WHEREAS:  We recognize that it is up to each of us to ensure that all of us retain a connection to community 
and respectful social interactions, thereby reducing the likelihood of abuse; and

WHEREAS: Where there is abuse there can be no justice; therefore, Merced County urges all people to restore 
justice by treating all older and dependent adults with dignity and respect; and

WHEREAS: All residents of Merced County are strongly encouraged to report suspected abuse of an elder or 
dependent adult by calling their local adult protective services agency, Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman, law enforcement, or emergency services agencies.

Now, Therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, We, the Merced County Board of Supervisors do hereby proclaim June 2022 
to be “Elder and Dependent Adult Abuse Awareness Month” in Merced County, and encourage all of our 
communities to recognize and celebrate older and dependent adults and their ongoing contributions to the success 
and vitality of our country.

_____________________________

Lloyd Pareira Jr, Chairman
Merced County Board of Supervisors


